Pastor, I’ve made up my mind  that I want to remain a virgin till I find the one I want to spend the rest of my life with. But everybody acts like I’m some sort of weirdo. It’s not like I don’t think about  doing it but I made a promise to God and to my self. What am I supposed to do?
--------------
Struggling with sexual temptation is completely normal, especially at your age when your body and mind are going through huge changes. Choosing to wait until marriage isn't about following a rigid rule just for the sake of it—it’s about protecting something deeply valuable.
​From a Christian perspective, God created sex as a good, beautiful gift designed for the safety and lifelong commitment of marriage. When you choose to wait, you aren't missing out; you are actively honor-ing God, respecting your future wife, and guarding your own heart and mind.
​It helps to remember a few key things:
​Watch your environment: Be mindful of the music, media, and friendships you allow into your life. What goes into your mind shapes your desires.
​Set clear boundaries early: Decide where your lines are before you find yourself in a tempting situation.
​Lean on God: You don't have to rely on your own willpower alone. Pray for strength, read Scripture, and talk to a trusted Christian mentor or leader when you feel overwhelmed.
​Living differently than the culture around you takes real strength and courage. God sees your effort, and He promises to give you the grace to walk in purity.
​What specific situations or pressures make this choice hardest for you right now?
-------------
They used to be my friends or I thought they were.  They started hanging out with a different crowd and now they’re just mean.
It hurts deeply when people you trusted suddenly turn on you, especially for standing up for your values. But their mocking says far more about their character than it does about your worth or your choice.
​Here is how to handle it grounded in a Christian perspective:
​Recognize true vs. false friendship: Real friends respect your boundaries, even if they don't share your convictions. Proverbs 13:20 reminds us that who we walk with matters. It might be time to pull back from this group and seek out peers—at church, youth group, or sports—who encourage you rather than tear you down.
​Respond with quiet confidence: People who mock often want a reaction. You don't need to argue, defend yourself constantly, or get angry. A simple, calm "I'm comfortable with my choice" or just walking away takes away their power.
​Remember Christ’s example: Jesus knew exactly what it felt like to be misunderstood, rejected, and mocked by people around Him. When you feel isolated, take comfort in knowing He understands your pain and stands with you.
​Standing firm when everyone else goes along with the crowd takes genuine courage. It feels lonely right now, but staying true to your faith will build strength that lasts a lifetime.
​Are these classmates you see every day, or was this a group you used to hang out with closely outside of school?
I wish I could just get away,  but these are kids I go to school with every day, a couple of them I grew up with right on my block
-------------
That makes it so much harder. When the people teasing you are right in your neighborhood and in your classrooms, you can’t just walk away and leave it at school—it follows you home. Feeling cornered like that is tough, but you can navigate it without losing your cool or compromising who you are.
​Here are a few practical ways to handle living and going to school around them:
​Change the dynamic on your block: You don't have to completely ignore neighbors, but you can shift to a polite, distant relationship. A quick nod or "hey" as you walk by is enough. You don't owe them your free time or personal conversations anymore.
​Find or create a safe harbor at school: Look for new spaces during lunch, breaks, or after school. Joining a club, sport, or getting involved in campus activities can naturally introduce you to different crowds who aren't focused on putting you down.
​Don't take the bait: Teasing thrives on a reaction. If they bring it up, use short, uninterested responses like "Cool, moving on" or "Whatever you say," and change the subject or keep walking. When they see they can't get a rise out of you, it stops being fun for them.
​Lean into your real support system: Make sure you have spaces where you feel built up—whether that’s a youth group, a church community, or family. Surrounding yourself with even one or two people who share or respect your values makes a massive difference.
​Remember, standing your ground when everyone around you is going a different direction takes real strength. It feels uncomfortable right now, but staying true to your convictions is building character that will serve you way beyond middle or high school.
​Do you have at least one friend at school or church who does support you, or does it feel like you're completely on your own right now?
